The Folly of a Clown
A Play with Music
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MICHAEL DEEP, a native of Macon, has pursued a career in
the performing arts for the past eleven years. His work has
ranged from nightclub comedy to off-Broadway and regional
theatre. He can soon be seen in a network-national spot for
N'ice Throat Spray as a cold sufferer. It was while performing
as narrator-pianist in Billy Bishop Goes to War that he
decided to write a play. Countless performances of that show
in New York, Dallas, and Indiana became Deep's greatest
influence in structuring The Folly of 2 Clown, He is glad to be
back at Mercer.

From the Playwright:

Joseph Grimaldi is best known as the first clown to use
white-face. Prior to him, the white-face was peculiar to a few
other stock characters, most notably Pierrot in France and
Punchinello in Italy.

His contribution to the entertainment world is singular,
considering that he lived two hundred years ago. No device
existed that would have recorded his voice er filmed his antics
for posterity. His name has lasted because of the clowns that
followed him, initially from those who saw him, and later from
those who were trained in his techniques. He is an
acknowledged influence on Charlie Chaplin and Marcel

- Marceau.

The music in The Folly of 2 Clown is intentionally
Chaplinesque, but hopefully it is also representative of the
Pantomime music of the period. To that end, | have employed
the use of a brief theme by W, Reeve, sung originally by
Grimaldi, and used in a variety of ways throughout the play. It
becomes his signature tune. I have also made use of "Tippity
Witchit,” another song by Mr. Reeve, to lead into Act Two.

It is common to lock for the tears behind the laughter of a
clown. One does not have to look very far in exploring the life
of Joseph Grimaldi. Still, in him there is a light that is no more
in danger of extinction than is a star surrounded by the
clouds, to paraphrase Victor Hugo,

We still delight in seeing the white-faced clowns of the
circus, known among themselves as "joeys" in Grimaldi's
honor. And to this day, clowns gather each year to hald a
service at Trinity Church in East London to honor Joseph
Grimaldi, their King of Clowns.



ActI

Scenel  The Little Monkey, Sadler's Wells, 1783
Scene2  Dance and You'll Feel Better

Scene3  Joey Carries On

Scene4  Dramatis Personae, Sadler's Wells, 1798
Scene5  Mr. Davis Gains a Foothold

Scene6  The Proper Gent

Scene7  Success and Apprehension

Scene8  The Ringmaster

Scene9  Clown in Love

ActII

Scene1 The Bliss of Simple Things,
Grimaldi's Flat, 1800

Scene2  The Acting Lesson, Sadler's Wells, 1801

Scene3  The Cat Scene, Grimaldi's Flat

Scene4  The Clown Roars, Sadler's Wells

Scene5  Safety First

Scene6  Transformation

Scene7  Clown in Pursuit

Scene8  The Entreaty, Sadler's Wells, 1821

Scene9  The Dream Panto

Scene 10 The Atonement

Scene11  Apotheosis

Scene 12 The Butterfly Released
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This production is a Participating entry in the American
College Theater Festival. The aims of this national educational
theater program are to identify and promote quality in college-
level theater production. To this end, each production entered is
eligible for adjudication by a regional American College Theater
Festival representative. The production is also eligible for
inclusion at the ACTF regional festival. Twelve ACTF regional
festivals are produced nationwide each year and from these
festivals up to seven produclions are selected to be part of the
noncompetitive ACTF national festival at the John F. Kennedy
Center for the Performing Arts each spring. ACTF also sponsors
regional and national level awards, scholarships, and special
granis to actors, playwrights, designers, and critics.

Last year more than 650 productions and 15,000 students

participated in the American College Theater Festival nationwide.

By entering this production in ACTF, our department is endorsing
the ACTF goals to help college theater grow and to focus
attention on the exemplary work produced in university and
college theaters across the nation.
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