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INVENTING VAN GOGH

By Steven Dictz

Directed by Paul Oppy
Set Dasign by Tony Pearson
Lighting Design by Marian Zielinski
Costurne Design by Shelley Kuhen

CAST *
Patriok Bl i e S s ..Joshua McCoy
Vincent van Gogh.............. ..J.P. Haynie
Dr. Janas Miller / Dr. Paul Gachet......ovveenreecsenruresnsnsreeseen Tim Smaiith
Hadllie Miller / Marguerite Gachet..........iueereenenes +erean Emily Barringer
René Bouchard / Paul Gauguin..........ccveviciiirieesiennen. Ayren Selzer

Time and Place

donad + inalargs A

The present, an ab city; and various
P! 4 d

moments from the late 1800s, France.

Please turn off all bespers, cell ;};cmus, and walch alarms.
No cameras or racording devices muy be used during the perfermance.

AUTHOR' § NOTE
“1 ahways foed confident when § am doing parairs ..
it is the anly thing which moves me o the depths,
which mare than anything else lets me feel the infinite.”

Everyone knows von Gogh. He' s the modman who cut off his ear fo suffer for his orl. He' s
the poor, uneducoted, self-tought kaner who cared not o whit abost being occepted by the public;

the: artist who never sold a painting in his kfeime, and was not recognized os o genius until after
his death,

This is all very fomilior. The only problem is that nane of it is frue.

The myth of vun Gogh has long since adipsed the mon; the iconic power of the images now
overwhelms the octual commses. I a culkure which nesds 10 balisve thor insight and briffiance are
a rarified form or madness, we like sur heross rogic, our endings messy, We wont to believe
that suffering is the recompanse for great arl. We invent a van Gogh,

Siifl. The man wenl in a room ond made o poinfing. Yes, certainly, fhe man sulfered. Ho often
Ived on coffee and bread, glasses of obsinthe and heops of tobaceo. He surely battied mental
defirium, a form of epilepsy, various kinds of poisoning {scH-inflicted, intentional and not], as well
s poverty, loneliness ond depression. Stll. The man went in a room ond made @ painting, And
the suffering did not Il the brush, The artist did.

Mo one engoged the visuol world more fiercely. No one hod such a visceral, sacred, ongoing love
alfair with Nature —  “imventing a landscope as it imvents kim™ a3 Roburt Hughes hes said.
However, in Kime, this obtession with capturing the power of the ourdoars overwhelmed him,
sending him into bouts of despoir. And when that happenad, he tumed to the porirail.  The
portrait became his sanity, his salvation. And his ultimote subject, of course, was found in the
small, round hand mimor which he carried with him everywhere. The roughly forty van Gogh seti-
pariraits provide ¢ visual outobiography unrivaled by any arfist except Rembrand,

Upan his death, his pictures (and the numerous copies he’ d mods) were scatiered across Holland
ond France. As his fame grew, so loo grew the  “hunt™ for his work. Many people hod simply
fossed them away, er refused them when offered. Others, who' d used the seemingly worthless
comvases to patch their chicken coop ffor example], now did their best to recloim his o, A Frenzy
ensued.  And, noturaly, forgeries Followed — enough forgeries hat the van Gogh colalogue, o
this day, is still considered to be extremaly comupted. Lost in this rush: van Gogh himself. The
mean who shot himself in o fiekd ot the oge of thirly-seven, insuring his place as o secular soirt,
as now been granted the standard myfic anonymily. The man considored by many fo be the
first modernist painter — the man of whom Picasso said “affer van Gogh ... we must all
recreats an entirely new konguaga™ — that man is now a pop-culhurs stople, Fealured repectedly
in severed eor jokes, Sunflower magnets ond Starry Night meuse pads.

Still, The man wenl in a room and mode @ pointing, And perhops, on some occesion, he went
into @ room and made a painting that has not — to this day — ever been seen,

Thet is where our play begins.
Steven Dotz — 12 Morch ' 0F — Tuseon
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Who' s Who
Alison Amyx [Assiskant Stage Manager) is o freshmon and this is Alison” s first involvement in the
theatre here ot Mercer University, ﬂubw'ﬁlinmwprwiowwu&ndiumhﬂ*ﬂshﬂmug}:}v
enioyed her fit backstage axporience.  Alison hopas ko major in poliical science and looks
forward ta ane day reforming the wo-party system in Ameria. She would olso-like 1o thank the
cast and crew for welcoming her so warmly fo this produchion.

Emily Barringer fHallie Mifler/Marguerite Gachel] is a senior hers of Mercer University majoring in
Communication and Thealre Ars. She has been a part of multiple Mercer productians both
onstoge and behind the sceres.  After groduation, Emily plons to amend groduate school and
eventually awn her own cralt shop and an opple orchard an the Northeast coast.  She would fike
to thank her fomily and Friends for helping her through the good Hmes and the bod, and atways
renembering “Mayo-onchesset”  “Oh funny..." -

Andrea Gould (Assistont Stage Manager] has hod o fontastic time working bockstage on her
second Mercer Theatre production. In the lust produclion, Aradia, she shored the duty of
Assiston! Stoge Manager with Stephanie Webb, Andres is on the Pre-phormacy frack.  She
can' 1 woit to work on fulwe produdions and wishes te thank the lovely cost and crew for
making this such a great experience. )
J.P. Haynie (Vincent van Gogh) is a senior here ot Mercer after only thres yeors. His-fovorit roles.
indude Marius in Les Miserobles and Pipgin in Pippin. He wos most recantly soen on the Mercer
stage as Seplimus [n Arcadi, and olong side his friands Charles, Mark and Zach in The Complale
Works of Williom Shokespeore (obridged). JP. is o Theatre major and plans on oitending
graduate schaol ot NYU. He would like to thank his brother, family, kiends, and Kate for oll their
spport.

Shelley Kshen [Costume Diroctor] designed costumes for Mercer Theotre” 3 recent productions of
The Misanrape, Proof, The Marriage of Batte and Boa, Childe Byron, How | Learned so Drive, oo
the Woods, and Arcodia.  Shelley’ s designs were clso seen in Theats Mecon' s rocent
production of T Scarlet Fimpermel, Romeo and Juliet, and Raghime and Macon Stage College” <
Rocky Horrar Picture Shave, This is Selley” s ninth year s Costume Director for Mercer Theatrs.

Joshua McCoy (Patrick Stone] is a freshman from Columbus, Georgia majoring in Biology. He is a
A-year ROTC scholarship recpient, who plans 1o atiend medicol school alfer graduation and pursue
a carcer in the mililory,  “Thank you so much Mom ond Dad for showing me that all the world
is hruly @ stage. | kove you both, and God bless!™

Joss Mercer {Light Boord Opertor] is & senior mojoring in CTA and minoring Polifical Science.  He
s from Mawlirie, GA. He is not reloted to o founder of Mercer University.

Paul Oppy (Director] is the Davenport Professor of Communication end Theaire Arts. He has been
teaching and direcling ol Mercer for thiriy-one years, This is the $0% produciion he has directed
for Mercer Theaire. He was Director of the Georgia Intemational Festival For Young Audiences for
three years, and bas been achvely promofing the development of former and cumrent Mercer
student playwrights through Mercer Thectre’ s new play project.

Tony Pecrson (Set Design/Technicol Director] hos designed scenery for plays of Theotrs Macon and
Macon State College, as well as Mercer. He received his MFA in set design @t UGA and o
Dromaftheatre concentration ot Mercer where he received his BA. His most rocent designs were
Thedtre Macan” s The Scarkt Pimpernel ond Mercer Opera’ 5 The Mogic Flue. Tony is available
for independent contract as a Faux finisher,

Ayren Selzer [René Bouchard/Poul Gauguinl s a junior from Dade Counly, Geargla mojoring In
Spanish and German. He would like to thank Dr. Tayler, his high school droma teacher, wha has
olwoys encouraged him to pursue the Hheatre wherever he goes, and Professor Paul Oppy For all
of his wonderful diredlion.

Tim Smith {Dr. Jonas Miller/Dr, Paul Gochal] is o senior of Mercer, This is the seventh show he
hats appecred in with Mercer Theaire. He most recently appeared in Maliers” s The Misanffirope;
and earlier Ihis semester, in Arcodia by Tom Stappard.

Matthew Stewart (Stage Manager and Sound Board Operater) Is o freshman majoring in Business
Management with a miner in theaire, He is from Atlanto, GA. Thank you to all of the cast for
their great performances.

Holly Tumer (Prop Direclor] tronsferred from Andrew College this fall ond is o junior hare ot
Mercer. Sha Is pursuing a double major in Studia Art and CTA.  She would ks fo thonk all her
fomily and friends For their support, Love you guys.

Stephanie Webb |Stoge Manoger and Sound Board Operator) is o freshmon here ot Mercer
University. Although she hos not yet been seen on stoge, she was heavily involved with Mercer
Thealre” 5 lost prodixtion, Arcedia by Tom Stoppard, where she shared the position of Assistant
Stoga Manoger with Andrea Gauld:  Stephanie plans to major in the Stetson School of Business
and Econamics with a BBA and o ion in inal Advertising through the MAPS
program. She dlso wishes to tiple minor in Theatrs, Technical Cormuication, and Photography.
Stephanie wishes to thonk oll of the cast ond crew for their diligerce ond dedicalion to the
production. God bless.

Marion Zielinski {Lighting Design] is beginning her 23rd season with Mercer Theatre. Some of the:
highlights of her fenure here include directing Waiting for Godol, How | tearned fo Drive, Afl in
she Timing, The Good Dockor twhich toured to Jopan), and The Alision, designing the sets for Night
of the lguana, Beyond Therapy, A Streetcor Named Desire, Sharen * s Grave, ond Under Mk
Woeed, costumes for A Funny Thing Happened on the Way fo the Forum, end lighting for Proof
ond An  Ispacor Cafls.  She hos designed professiondlly for Music Theatre Louisville, The
Shawnee Theatre, ond the Hinols Shakespeare Festival. Marian is an avid paintor, fiber artist, and
photographer, and her primary, ongoing research interest is visuol semiotics, Her poper, “Hablk,
Meamory, Perception, and Visual Patter: A Phenomenology of Form and Craament As a Reflection
of the Humon Condition” presented lost summer of the Infernational Human Science Ressarch
Conference in Shockholm hos been accepted For publication in the Americon Journal of Semiotic.
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CAST
Patrick Stone............ SRS,
Vincent van Gogh. ... cssssceennneene e LB, Haynie
Dr. Jonas Miller / Dr. Paul Gachet.................. T F PP Tim Smith
Hallie Miller / Marguerite Gachet...........cccovsivuen...Emily Barringer
René Bouchard / Paul Gauguin.e.seec s issisisssieens e Ayren Selzer
Time and Place

The prasent, an abandonsd warehouse in a large American cily; and various
moments from tha late 1800s, France.

Pleass turn off all beepers, cell pﬁmos, and waich alarms.
No cameras or recording devices may be used during the performance.

AUTHOR® § NOTE
"l ahvways fee! canfident when | am doing porvals ...
i#.5 the onfy thing which movas me o the depths,
which more than crything aisa lets me fool the infinite,”

Everyone knows van Gogh. He' s the madman who cut off his ecr to suffer for his art, He® s
tha poor, uneduccted, self-taught laner who cored nat o whit about being accepted by the public;
Hwﬂ'ﬁs‘wimmv-rsddupdnriluhhiiﬁfemondwmv-ﬂmcoqﬁ:.adnscgmius unhl after
his death.

This is afl very fomilior. The only prablem is that nose of it s true.

ﬂwmdm&ahfmlnmsmﬁimhmhkwcmdhimm
overwhelms the odual tomvases. in a culture which needs to believe that insight and brilliance are
omrif‘udlwmwmd-ss,meﬁhowhuoshq::,waﬂimsmm,. We wont o balieve
that suffering is tha recompense for greal art, We invent 0 van Gogh,

Stil. The mon went in @ room and mads & painfing. Yes, cerainly, the man scffered, He ofien
ved on coffee amd bread, glusses of absintho and heaps of tobacea. He surely battied montal
delrium, o form of cpitapsy, verious kinds of poisoning lseHinficied, intentional ond nai] as wel
s poverty, landness and depression. §ill. The mon went in a room ond made a painting, And
the sufering did not it the brush, The artist i,

Mo ane engaged fhe visuol world more Fercely. Mo ane had such a viscerol, sacred, engoing love
affair with Noture — “invenfing o londscape as it invents him” as Rabert Hughes hos said.
Hma,hﬁm%ahmmmmmhmdﬁuudwmmmww
sending him inko bouts of despair. And when that happened, he furmed To the parmain. The
porfroil become his sanlly, his salvation. And his ulfimate subject, of course, was found in the
mdl.mndhrdmbmﬁﬁhhn:uﬁadwﬁhﬁmm The roughly forty van Gogh self-
portraits provide a visual autabiography unriveled by any artist excopt Rembrand:,

Wmhiihﬁhhhmwﬁwnm:npfw}n'dmﬂﬁlmauﬂndmnhm
ond france. As hia fome grew, 3o loo grew the  “hum” For his wark. Many people hod simply
tossed them away, or refsed them when offored. Others, who' d usad the sesmingly worthiess
mmmmcm&mmwamq,mﬁwrwmmmmm A frenzy
ensued. Mmh.mmw—mhmhuhhmwrwm,b
W\kdﬂy,isﬁﬁlmduvdhhgmmehmmvd. lost in this rush: von Gogh himsel. The
nmwhxlmlimﬂinnﬁddnlllzcvnoflhiw—smwnswinglispkumamhsuﬁﬂ,
stmheu\qrnvudﬂwshxdm!mhkmnmim The man considered by many to be the
first modernist painter — the man of whom Pleasso seid “after van Gogh ... we mwsi oll
recreate an entirely new kanguoge™ —nntmnhmwupurdmsruph,hmmwﬁy
inmwdwim&nﬁwwmﬂdhq-wﬂmmpds

Shil, memnwuthnmm.mdmndenm And perhaps, on some occasion, he wenk
imnmumndnnhupduimﬁuhmmr—mmkduy—mhmm.

That is where our play begins.
Steven Distr — 12 March * O ~ Tuscon
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