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What is INT?

Letter jrom the

Editors

we are delighted that INT now has tts annual magazine. This
first Lssue will include creative works, essa Yys, original activities,
and community service photos. We aim to showease our students’
talent and the dedicated work we all do for the program.

Since the magazine will be digital, we took the opportunity
to include hyperlinks that will take the Reader to some of
the outstanding events where many of the INT courses have
excelled anad The Den has published. we (INT teachers) have been
contributing to the program from what nouwrishes and excites us;
we want to share with our students our Lnterests.

During our meaningful conversations itn the INT classroom,
we ask each other whether our opinions are accurate. This type
of inquiry is a fundamental part of a Liberal arts learning
experience. It Links us to people past and present who have askeol
themselves questions about humawi’cg, truth, bea uty, good and
bad change, and how to Live with purpose and meaning.

The cover’s design has that purpose: a beautiful collage where
science, art, technolog Y, Literature, cinema, music, food, games
and wmore come together and enrich the world of our students. This
magazine will be our meeting spot for inspiration and growth.
Awndl for those still wondering what INT is, they will find the
answer Ln these pages.

Dear Reader,

Thawnk you for your submissions, and please send us many more
for the next issue!

Clara § Andy



INT 101

Five students present at
annual Pop Culture
Association South
conference

Eyle Sears
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https://den.mercer.edu/five-students-present-at-annual-pop-culture-association-south-conference/
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/14TGSU8uYVcFsV0XRNMdzByXrvWdKa65L/
https://121clicks.com/inspirations/pulitzer-prize-winners-photographs
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https://www.clinicalkey.com/#!/content/playContent/1-s2.0-S0165178116319941?returnurl=null&referrer=null
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INT 201

Wayne Snell

This article discusses the parallels
between radical southern evangeli-
calism and Donald Trump's persona,
practices, messages, and behavior.
Additionally to this, it highlights how
Trump has amassed a cult following.
Inthis paper, this cultistitled a“Death
Cult.” At first, this seemed extreme,
but when compared and contrasted
to a radical version of Christianity
and the ideals of white supremacy,
it is clear that this is a death cult in
many ways. In addition to the Trump
ideologies, Southern Evangelical-
ism(SE) ideologies are discussed. In

What is INT?

many ways, they are identical to the
ideals of Conservative Politics. This
is not inherently bad, but as seen
in the past, it is not progressive in
how it should be. In many sad ways,
it fosters hate and the desire for un-
holy reform. Where SE can be con-
sidered dangerous is it uses religion
as the backbone. Trump’s messages
parallel greatly with SE in the most
negative ways possible: celebrat-
ing death, labeling minorities, sup-
pressing women in society, and
using religion as a method of
furthering personal beliefs.


https://www.proquest.com/docview/2512722839?pq-origsite=primo

INT 201

Jaycie Calvert

Smoked salmon is a dish that is sgn&ant to the staie.of’A‘F’skamﬂ;

because of its roots. Indigenous peoples o aska have been 'smoking
salmon for generations. It's not only a food to eat but a culture and
a way of life. Growing up in two rural island Alaskan communities in
the Tongass National Rain Forest before moving to the road system
of the Kenai Peninsula, | was fortunate enough to learn about some of
the Tlingit and Haida cultures, as family friends are Tlingit and Haida.
| still remember the first potlatch | attended, the first time my class
hatched salmon eggs, and the summers | learned from those around
me about the significance of salmon. My family home is filled with
artwork and stories from these communities, which has genuinely
inspired me. The people are one with the land in the Tlingit and Haida
cultures. Their respectand outlook on life have greatly inspired my life.
| have learned about some core values in their culture represented
by salmon, from respect for the community to power, in addition to
learning about what makes up smoked salmon. Salmon is more than
just something to eat in the Tlingit and Haida cultures.



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1uzemtirtL8Mia6KTrzsip-t4zOfZ1MUK/edit#heading=h.gjdgxs
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INT 201

Building
Community ([

Margaret Symington
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At the end of Dr. Symington's course, students get an opportunity
to do a multimodal writing assignment, which requires them

to connect the different threads of the course. This kind of
integrative writing is becoming more and more common in
professional settings. Students must keep their project simple
and only use pictures and text. However, if someone has an idea
for something unique that involves sound or video, those can also
be utilized after consultation.

13

To illustrate the power of precision
in language, Dr. Symington asks her
students to list a variety of verbs that
describe walking motions. On the
board, the students jot down words
such as ambled, sauntered, scurried,
strode, marched, pranced, and crept.
Then, one by one, the students take
turns leaving the room and returning
while performing a walk reflecting
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one of the written verbs. The rest
of class has to guess which verb
accurately expresses the student's
movement. Students glean the value
of using a precise verb rather than
a verb followed by an adverb. For
example, using a carefully selected
verb in place of "walked quickly" or
"walked slowly" can make the writing
more me?ingful.
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Cm4xhZZ2dtI6UX7O8JCZFP1mcBoyYRny/
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Understanding
Russian Life
Through Literature

Diana Gratigny

15

INT 301

The stylization of the folk magic tale

Dr. Diana Gratigny’s Russian Lit-
erature class has a variety of as-
signments, from class discussions
to individual presentations, online
discussions, and essays in differ-

start the class as-

What is INT?

that was constructed in the famous
book of a Russian formalist Vladimir
Propp Morphology of the Folk Tale.
After reading and analyzing differ-
ent folk tales, students were intro-

functions essen-

ent genres. They = - ﬂfq#fm s duced to a list of

signments with a
creative one. After
exploring  meth-

ods of literary
analysis and Rus-
sian folklore (three
main folk tale %
types), students
write their magi-

cal tales. The goal

of this task is to
examine the craft

of creative writ- _ ‘
ing (many confess ™y - &= - - o
they never wrote

creative texts before), better under-
stand the work of the writer and be
aware of their writing persona, use
imagination, but also to test the
theory of folk tales plots typology

4+ tial to any magi-
\  cal tale's plot.

As a result, stu-
dents  develop
interesting  sto-
ries and become
more aware of
their writing and
the complexity of
form-content re-
lations. This early
assignment helps
them to create an
engaging digital
story project in
the second part of the semester.

Lucy Roach’s work is an exam-
ple of a stylization of the folk magic
tale.

16


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wpBZtJFLS88beei9ZY3BJqtQKIwnGUna/view
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VQ0Sbh_3-uSOj81lOwEv0r9NJcUwHyqp/view
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INT 301

Understanding
Russian Life
through Politics,
Social Life & Culture

Diana Gratigny

19

News Reports

The other INT 301 class is devoted to modern Russia's cultural,
social, political,and economicissues.Duringthisclass, studentswork
on their critical thinking skills and ability to make short arguments
using weekly news and exploring various data and research papers.
The news report assignment is weekly work. Students evaluate,
analyze and synthesize three pieces of news about Russia. Using
the information about writing short arguments from the module on
Canvas, they create a quick review where they briefly retell the info,
check the credibility of their sources, and share their prognosis
of the situation in the future. At the end of the class, in their last
report, they returned to all previous reports. They wrote a summary,
highlighting the main events of the last three months, checking
patterns, and comparing/contrasting relations between events and
their prognoses. This assignmentteaches students how to work with
the conclusion of any academic research and practice analyzing
collected information. The paper must be written in MLA format.

Click to read Valeria Romero and Jason Hickman's news reports.

20


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-oSe2CTtNJigpBcEzpUnBX856B3Wr_9B/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/10Zj7Scq0BV7MucO9yykNckOYobQWvzvi/view
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tBRskqBHLg2W9Mo2xikNjBI-3-QK5Fcd/view
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Life Zinaida Serebryakova

She was bomn in Kharkiv, present day Ukraine in 1884
into the arlishic Benois family. Her mother was a
painter, and her father was a sculptor. Her prandfather
was a well-known architect, During her summers she
stayed in her maternal grandfather's estate, The
Neskuchnoye. This where most of the inspiration came
from for here scenic painting of natre and peasant life.
She began painting under a realist painter called Osip
Braz for two years. She and her husband and children
lived in St. Petersburg for a while as Screbriakovas
career flourished until her husband's death, and her
move to live in France. She traveled more and was
commissioned by wealth people in France to go to
other countries and paint what she saw there.

Symbolism was an
avant-garde art
movement, that
combined reality with
dreamlike elements,
visions and mythology.

Orientalism was the
Western interpretation
of the East, specifically
places like Egypt,

This art also had a
dreamlike element to it,
but {focused on
traditional dress,
religion, and day to day
scenes,

Expressionism is
characterized with
flowing, exaggerated
brush strokes, but also
abstract views,
distortion, and bright
colors., this movement
flourished between
1905-1920

Whatis INT?

Style of painting

Zinaida Serebryakova’s work was largely
inspired by her younger life and travels,
leading her to create landscapes, portrails,
and scenes of everyday life. She used
vibrant, rich colors, and a realistic style
with a touch of dream/Tantasy element lo
it, She also mainly was a realist painter
but can be seen in works of orientalism,
expressionism and symbolism. She liked
to use oil pastels, watercolor, oil paints,
and some sketch materials for her work.
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« I§ [T THE (oN(EPT?
« IS [T THE DRAWING? (LICK To VIEW MA44IE WENDT'S PRESENTATION
« IS [T THE FINISHED WoRK?

oRIGINAL VS EXHIBIMTION (oPY

ARE THEY THE SAME?

I§ oNE BETTER?
- ANSWER: [T DEPENDS oN THE WoRK AND ARTIST
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https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1lJPSkIaQUXnAIGneIbtAgPwbo54RaLSu/
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The second paper requlres,.-"f
students to delve into the anaWsns '

of a social problem in a specific
country or region. In his class, this
is discrimination againstthe Roma
in Europe. Students have to focus
on a particular region/country
and update the information from
class readings. They also have
to focus tightly on a particular
dimension of “the problem.”

The final assignment s
called a “solution paper,” and
consists of two distinct parts.
For the first part, students need
to prepare a 6-8 minute speech
in which they take on the role of
someone pitching their solution
to a problem (mentioned in the
second paper) to a collection

of investors. The second part
must be a commentary on the
final speech, which should cover
how their proposals are ethlcally
sound.

Paul Lewis was privileged to
teach the student who eventually
achieved the distinction of
winning the 2023 Integrative
Inquiry Award. That student was
Arden Latham. Here is a copy
of each of her three outstanding
writing assignments from INT
301.
® "“Training in Ethics”

e "Accessibility of Roma
Education”

1

® “Incentivizing Initiative:
Solving the Roma Education
Crisis in Sofia, Bulgaria”



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BXTsxLz8q7hRYEpfDdKuBD5BhC8bdAni/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vv2qZeY08gMVm3rOATdp1Kp9-ZETmeGD/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vv2qZeY08gMVm3rOATdp1Kp9-ZETmeGD/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1iy1cCSeadiCVfkoPRyGgn9nKVg1Xr9BD/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1iy1cCSeadiCVfkoPRyGgn9nKVg1Xr9BD/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1iy1cCSeadiCVfkoPRyGgn9nKVg1Xr9BD/view
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INT 301

Assighment Guidelines

Length: 28 pages
Words: 750 words minimuwm, 7000 words maximmpa.
A cover and a title.

[(lnstrations or some visunals.

Some tips:

*Make the writing as (ively as yow can.
*Keep the language simple, playful, and fun.
*Memorable images.

*Keep in mind the child's view of the world.
*Refrain from explaining or elaborating;
the story action is essential.

- Start the story immediately.

cGrab the child's interest.

*Keep the action going.

s Think viswally, (ke a short film.

*DPon't preach; tell a good story.

* Build the plot carefully.

* Show, don't tell

*Use sehsory o{céai(r (Sce, /\car, taste, ﬁouo/\).

iTAR=F=_ =% [aFLL s

IIIustrationm Eatie Brown's children book.

33 34
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INT 301

Middle Eastern
Affairs: Iraq & Svria

Lody Odeh

35

For Professor Odeh’s final research paper and presentation,
students were required to come up with their own topic centered
around Middle Eastern Affairs. They had to analyze recent
regional events, do independent research on the topic, and
incorporate one or more concepts from the course. Students
were encouraged to look for connections between the United
States and other countries in the region, identifying similarities
and differences in beliefs, global perspectives, socio-economic
values, political aims, historical backgrounds and identities.

What is INT?

The Role of Culture and Stigma

Stigma plays a large role in the hindrance of seeking mental health treatment,
especially for women
Women suffer a worse social outcome if they are perceived of having mental

iliness’

Social effects include lowering marriage prospects for other women in their
families

Pressures from community and family to marry

Combination of these factors lowers female self-esteem, worsening their mental

well-being

! o, b oy e e i e A P 21T ' Vi
T e L L e AL | g oy P o Y ke i o
s i R X 3 M b aal ol i Facial h e A ] el

Some of the outstanding presentations included:

e "Effects of Violence on the Mental Health of Syrian Refugees" by
Sumer Bhurgri

e "How did Social Media Influence the Arab Spring and BLM
movements?" by Parker Vidmar

e "The Arab Spring and Hamilton" by Joseph Garcia-Carreras

e The United States' and Middle East's Gender Roles by Mary Kate Allen

e Future State of Health in Yemen by Kalli Jones

36


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1L8x2rE0A6WmNFZPzU0Bg4ooVKB-o7A5Z/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gh0orD_eDUb5sNA8HYoohzu2RK96EUNb/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gh0orD_eDUb5sNA8HYoohzu2RK96EUNb/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fS2EvUUFTkylM6YeX79pn4tIk77ydEBe/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BFS-co6Z6m174aRc3urIj3bK1LH6xZ-F/view
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Sources: (Lebbos & Duran, 2021) (Lussier & Fakher, 2017)

Click to view Kalli Jones' full presentation.

37
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BFS-co6Z6m174aRc3urIj3bK1LH6xZ-F/view
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INT 301

Globalization:
Africa's Experiences

Chinekwu Obidoa

Dr. Chinekwu Obidoa asked her students to pair with a fellow
student(s) to design and execute an education/awareness and
activism project which had to respond to the E-waste Dumping
Crises in Africa.

39
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Students raise
awareness about
exploitation of coltan
and e-waste dumping in
Africa

For the complete story click here.

40


https://den.mercer.edu/students-raise-awareness-about-exploitation-of-coltan-and-e-waste-dumping-in-africa/
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https://cleancoltan.godaddysites.com/coltan-a-z
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Fall 2023
Happenings of
Interest to INT
Students & Faculty

Fine Art Exhibit entitled "PROOF: From the Archive of
ABSOLUTE COLOR" by Gretchen Wagner

Now - October 21

McEachern Art Center

Tyler Perry Exhibit
Now - February 2025
Tubman Museum

'The Inspirational Exhibition of the Life and
Accomplishments of Entertainment Mogul, Tyler Perry’

is an interactive showcase that offers a glimpse into the extraordinary

life and work of Tyler Perry. From a young, struggling artist to a globally
recognized figure, Tyler overcame a life of abuse and poverty that
plagued his youth. The highly anticipated exhibition is a testament of faith.
On Display now through February 2025.

a7
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Ocmulgee Indigenous Celebration
September 16-17 from 10AM-5PM
Ocmulgee Mounds National Historical Park in Macon

A celebration of the cultures of Native Americans that

features traditional cultural crafts, storytelling, educational
programs, live demonstrations, music, and dance. Native American arts
and crafts vendors will be selling their crafts as well as food. Rediscover
the mounds and Earth Lodge, artifacts, trails, and nature within the park.

Mercer Theatre's Production of Alice in Wonderland
September 21-23 & November 11 at 10AM
Tattnall Square Park

Lewis Carroll's Alice in Wonderland reimagined, adapted,
and directed by Mercer Theatre’s Scot Mann, the familiar
plot is set in a steampunk world where the Victorian era meets science
fiction in design and through special effects.

A Divine Kerfuffle, by H. Russ Brown
October 2-5 & October 9-11 at 10AM
Tattnall Square Center for the Arts

The year is 1895 and Sarah Bernhardt is the greatest actress
to ever grace the Victorian stage - just ask her! In this high-
energy, physical comedy the stage is set for the ultimate showdown as the
two dueling divas cross wits and blades in this frantically funny farce!

Mercer University's Gothic Festival, 3rd Edition with
Round Table, Movies, and Art Contest and Exhibition
October 25-28

37th Annual Gala Festival of Trees
November 9 - December 31
Museum of Arts and Sciences

48


https://www.ocmulgeemounds.org/ocmulgee-indigenous-celebration
https://www.macmacon.com/new-page-34
https://www.macmacon.com/new-page-34
https://www.tubmanmuseum.com/exhibits-and-events/tyler-perry-exhibit/
https://www.masmacon.org
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INT 207
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